
Copyright © 2010 Jennifer Cover and Grahame Cover 

Section 9: Connection with the Power of language 
 
Part of this title is the same as the title of the first chapter of the Brahmasūtras showing again 
Narahari is connecting his work with the tradition.  All the disciplines in Narahari’s tradition 
are connected through sarasvatī.  Sarasvatī is the name of the goddess of knowledge and 
learning, the name of a sacred river and the power of language. So there is a play on words 
here. Penetrating the thread of knowledge is like penetrating the flow of a river which results 
in the washing away of impurities - differences of opinion.  Maturity in knowledge dissolves 
all apparent differences between various traditions.  It comes from understanding the import 
of the words of truth. 
 
In speech the material cause was said to be breath and articulation of sound, while the 
efficient (intelligent) cause was said to be the creative spark of the one who speaks, in this 
case the Śruti. It is this efficient cause which is to be penetrated. Narahari presents an 
argument that whilst the articulated words of diverse disciplines may be different, an 
understanding of the common seed truth from which these words arise reveals they are in fact 
the same.  So this is a rallying call to students of various disciplines, many of which are 
referred to in Bodhasāra, to rise above the apparent differences of doctrine and recognise that 
all have a common source, certain knowledge of Brahman. 
 
Sanskrit grammatical theory includes ideas about meaning arising as a spark of pure 
consciousness, which through various subtle steps emanating outward, becoming solidified in 
words.  Through grammatical analysis, through reflection and through an understanding of 
principles, this outward thread of meaning can be traced backwards, from the articulated 
words to their creative source.  The creative spark of the “great sentences” (the mahāvākya) is 
knowledge of Brahman.  In fact some grammatical schools regard the creative impulse of 
words, all words, to be synonymous with Brahman.  This connection between language and 
Brahman comes from the very nature of language, not from specific religiously correct 
words.  
 
In verse 6 a simple harmonising principle is reached.  All teachings that are founded on the 
Veda and an understanding of the great sentences can be followed to a connection with 
Brahman. It is the words themselves which are the thread to Brahman.  This is the power of 
language.  
 
 
 
 
 


